
The Connecticut Music Educators Association

2022 Southern Region
Middle School Music Festival

Saturday, March 5th, 2022

1:00 P.M.
Jazz Band and Choir

3:30 P.M.
Concert Band and Orchestra

Lincoln Middle School
Meriden, CT



TODAY’S PROGRAM WILL BE SELECTED FROM THE FOLLOWING TITLES

The 2022 CMEA Southern Region Middle School Jazz Band
Conducted by: David Kauffman

Take the A Train arr. Gassi
Straight Up comp. Cifelli

Steep and Deep comp. Jarvis
Sanford and Son Theme arr. Berry

The 2022 CMEA Southern Region Middle School Chorus
Conducted by: Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait
Piano Accompanist: Lisa Bettke

Percussion: Matthew Curley

Bonse Aba - Zambian Folk Song, arr.Johnson
No One is Alone from "Into the Woods" - Stephen Sondheim, arr. Brymer

A la Nanita - José Ramón Gomis, arr.Porterfield
Stand Together - comp. Jim Papoulis

The 2022 CMEA Southern Region Middle School Orchestra
Conducted by: Emmett Drake

Overture to Nabucco arr. Dackow
Reverie for String Orchestra comp. Corigliano

Warrior Legacy comp. Newbold

The 2022 CMEA Southern Region Middle School Concert Band
Conducted by: Deborah Caldwell

Into the Attic comp. Balmages
Joy comp. Ticheli

Legacy Overture comp. Standridge
Tanchozuru comp. Standridge

The Great Gate of Kiev arr. Story

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jwpepper.com%2fsheet-music%2fsearch.jsp%3fkeywords%3ddackow%2bnabucco&c=E,1,0QPngbbA_RVsCoEKkcdWZq26xbP6boz4N4UpSDDG7Yx1ebqvaJDuDMw9q9yIx0cUSbpMSXlIzCtdj72RMB45B8YklydixNOLvaWJ6wgcejB-s8lmdembGA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jwpepper.com%2fReverie-for-String-Orchestra%2f2041929.item%23.YZZc6L3MLFo&c=E,1,i8KAxNmo1NepTiyAsdhK3Ez_kvqCx-XRjKIYmTkiwE4jxnWQNu6FAEM5Osbf_MyxlwAoYc_800r3NAmwCsR4NJIjkERugDAlrVmtlhr0JxfPlF9vZ7g,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.jwpepper.com%2fsheet-music%2fsearch.jsp%3fkeywords%3dwarrior%2blegacy%2b&c=E,1,ZcXhsozh8NHlGKTJBz94aLv8skUcWptHD7BiOCl4VMmlgbGpmfeq6qjAoiBgNjlbR48lmIhO2FWvqYsjVEsamCle1KI7ehECnQLClk-LAO00cg,,&typo=1


Jazz Band

DAVID F. KAUFFMAN is currently the Senior
Manager of the Performing and Visual Arts Magnet
program in Anne Arundel County; Supervisor of
Teacher Interns (Music) at the University of
Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC); and is the
Director of the CYSO Jazz Orchestra in Annapolis.

Prior to moving to Anne Arundel County, he served
as Fine Arts Coordinator and Assistant Principal in
Allegany County; established Maryland high school
band programs at Mountain Ridge (Allegany
County) and Patuxent (Calvert County) High
Schools.  He also directed the bands at Fort Hill and
Beall High Schools (Allegany County).  In each of
his teaching positions, his groups consistently
achieved superior and excellent ratings locally,
regionally, and in the State of Maryland.

Kauffman has served as an educator, clinician, adjudicator, guest conductor,
performer, promoter, businessman, and elected official for over twenty years.  As
a saxophonist, he has performed with Aretha Franklin, Louie Bellson, The Dells,
and currently performs with Tidewater Adams – a cover band based out of
Havre de Grace, Maryland.  He was the founder of the Mid-Atlantic Collegiate
Jazz Orchestra, a collegiate honors band whose performance credits include
Dizzy’s Club Coca Cola at Jazz at Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center, and the
Jazz Education Network National Conference in New Orleans.  For eight years,
he hosted a weekly jazz radio program, “Searching for Birdland” on NPR Affiliate
WFWM.

He is the Chair of the National Association for Music Education’s Council for Jazz
Education and serves on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee for the
Jazz Education Network.

He lives in Annapolis, Maryland with his wife, Jennifer and their dog Stella.  They
have two adult children, Kaitlyn and Sam.



Chorus

Jacqueline Sugrue-Tait is an elementary core music
teacher in the Westport Public Schools and the
conductor of the Concert Choir of the Fairfield County
Children's Choir. Jacqueline earned her Master of
Music Education degree from Columbia University’s
Teachers College. She graduated summa cum laude
with a Bachelor of Music in Degree in Music Education
from The Hartt School with an emphasis in piano and
voice. Jacqueline has received all levels of the Kodály
Certification from the InterMuse Academy in Utah,
and is fully certified in the Feierabend Approach, as
she holds her First Steps in Music and Conversational

Solfege levels. She has presented at the state, regional, and national levels at
CMEA, KESNE, and OAKE conferences. She performs as a soprano with the
Connecticut Choral Arts (Concora). Her love for choral singing began when she
became a member of the FCCC in fourth grade and has taken her around the
globe to perform.

Lisa Bettke is an elementary music specialist at McKinley
School in Fairfield. She received a B.A. in Piano
Performance and French from Gettysburg College and
an M.S. in Music Education from the University of
Bridgeport. Ms. Bettke completed her Orff Teacher
Training levels I/II at Central CT State and Level III/Master
Class at the University of Memphis. She has served as
President of the CT Chapter of the American
Orff-Schulwerk Association and on the National Board of
Trustees as a Regional Representative. Ms. Bettke has
studied conducting with Doreen Rao (Levels I-III) and

Henry Leck (Levels I-II). She also conducted the first-ever CT Children’s Honors
Choir for the CT Music Educators Association. As an accompanist, she has
worked with Doreen Rao, Henry Leck, Mary Goetze, Joan Gregoryk, Jean
Ashworth Bartle and Rollo Dilworth.



Orchestra
Emmett Drake is currently the Director of Orchestras at
Hall and Conard High Schools in West Hartford, CT, as
well as the Director of Suzuki Orchestras and Department
Chair of Large Ensembles at The Hartt School Community
Division at the University of Hartford.

Mr. Drake has had many engagements as a guest
conductor/clinician.  His recent appearances include the
Hartford Symphony Orchestra (CT), Farmington Valley
Symphony Orchestra (CT), the Suzuki Youth Orchestra of
the Americas (MN), TMEA Region 2 Orchestra (TX),
Broward County All County Gold Orchestra (FL), the
Fairfield County String Festival (CT), CMEA Eastern and
Southern Regional Festivals (CT), Massachusetts Western
District Orchestra Festival (MA) and the Westchester All
County Youth Orchestra (NY).

As a composer, Emmett has written many compositions and arrangements for all
levels, and his works are frequently performed by student groups from around
the country. He lives in West Hartford, CT with his wife, daughter, and yellow lab.

Band
A native of Siloam Springs, Arkansas, Dr. Deborah
Caldwell is Director of Instrumental Studies and
Assistant Professor of Music at Erskine College in Due
West, South Carolina. She conducts Sinfonia and Jazz
Band in addition to teaching applied trumpet, music
theory, and music history courses. Before joining the
faculty of Erskine in 2019, Dr. Caldwell worked as an
adjunct instructor at Frostburg State University in
Western Maryland.

Dr. Caldwell studied at the University of Georgia, Kansas State University,
and Ouachita Baptist University. She has worked at Interlochen Arts
Camp and Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp and has conducted groups in
Arkansas, Texas, Kansas, and South Korea. She has performed in over
seven countries and is grateful for opportunities to bring people together
around music. When not doing music things, she enjoys photography,
jigsaw puzzles, and traveling!



THE 2022 CONCERT BAND

Alto Sax Sarina Najarian-Garb North Haven Middle School

Alto Sax Julia Scalmani North Haven Middle School

Alto Sax John Kaparakis Harborside Middle School

Alto Sax Brendan Auscavitch East Shore Middle School

Alto Sax Denise Sanchez-Francia Harry M. Bailey Middle School

Alto Sax Edward Thomas Harry M. Bailey Middle School

Alto Sax Rowan Meisner The Independent Day School

Bass Clarinet Leah Jackson E. C. Adams Middle School

Bb Clarinet Isaac Kim Amity Middle School: Orange

Bb Clarinet Dylan Maselli Harborside Middle School

Bb Clarinet Lily Gaetani Portland Middle School

Bb Clarinet Christopher Yuh The Country School

Bb Clarinet Linda Chen Amity Middle School: Bethany

Bb Clarinet Kai Vardon Portland Middle School

Bb Clarinet Cedrik Roy East Shore Middle School

Bb Clarinet Charlotte Parker Beman Middle School

Bb Clarinet Chloe Perito North Haven Middle School

Bb Clarinet Tali Silva E. C. Adams Middle School

Bb Clarinet Joy Kim Memorial Middle School

Bb Clarinet Reagan Zambrello Westbrook Middle School

Bb Clarinet Sruthi Kommana East Shore Middle School

Bb Clarinet Leana Mierzejewski Portland Middle School

Euphonium Anna Sheikowitz John Winthrop Middle School

Euphonium Emelia Votto E. C. Adams Middle School



Euphonium Luna Candelario Mauro-Sheridan Magnet School

Flute Janet Fan Amity Middle School: Bethany

Flute Caryn Kim Amity Middle School: Orange

Flute Caleb McLean Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Flute Marlee Kruczek E. C. Adams Middle School

Flute Edward Morris E. C. Adams Middle School

Flute Julia Van Der Aue Hopkins School (MS)

Flute Sarina Tian Amity Middle School: Orange

Flute Kalynn Stewart Oxford Middle School

Flute Nora Seabourne ACES at Chase

Mallets Declan O'Leary E. C. Adams Middle School

Oboe Will Covey The Independent Day School

Oboe Kayla Song Hopkins School (MS)

Oboe Leah McMullen Beman Middle School

Snare & Accessories Thomas Sang Hopkins School (MS)

Snare & Accessories Kyle Abrahamsen Hopkins School (MS)

Snare & Accessories Kaitlynn Johnston East Hampton Middle School

Tenor Sax Caroline Covey The Independent Day School

Tenor Sax Thooyan Thirumaran East Shore Middle School

Tenor Sax Anthony Mahr Memorial Middle School

Timpani Shaleigh Grogan Beecher Road School

Trombone Carter Shearer Harborside Middle School

Trombone Elyana Najarian-Garb North Haven Middle School

Trombone Daniel Lau Beman Middle School

Trombone Alex Capogna East Shore Middle School

Trombone Timothy Edwards Worthington Hooker School

Trumpet Sage Wong Amity Middle School: Orange

Trumpet Maxwell Vickerelli East Shore Middle School



Trumpet Mary Gahm E. C. Adams Middle School

Trumpet Gemma Iaccarino E. C. Adams Middle School

Trumpet Benjamin Smith Beecher Road School

Trumpet Bruce Peese Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Trumpet Joseph DeLuise Oxford Middle School

Trumpet Connor Doyle Portland Middle School

Trumpet Hailey Cardona Oxford Middle School

Trumpet Ketan Camenga Hamden Middle School

Tuba Matthew Rozzi East Shore Middle School

Tuba Thomas Zold Memorial Middle School

THE 2022 ORCHESTRA

Bassoon Isabella Oakley Frank Ward Strong School

Bb Clarinet Micah Lim E. C. Adams Middle School

Bb Clarinet Nathaniel Greif E. C. Adams Middle School

Cello Ashvin van Bladel Hopkins School (MS)

Cello Eli Berk E. C. Adams Middle School

Cello Ava Salzano E. C. Adams Middle School

Cello Claire Waggoner E. C. Adams Middle School

Cello Delilah VanNess Beman Middle School

Cello Zuhayr Mannan Amity Middle School: Orange

Cello Julian Abramo Rochambeau Middle School

Cello Max Blechinger Hopkins School (MS)

Cello Syd Batters E. C. Adams Middle School

Cello Lyam Seguinot Waterbury Arts Magnet School (MS)

Double Bass Jack Tanner Walter C. Polson Middle School



Double Bass Fox Howard E. C. Adams Middle School

Flute Jenna Piechota Oxford Middle School

Flute Ellie Pata The Independent Day School

French Horn Liam Boone The Country School

French Horn Maddy Ventola Frank Ward Strong School

Oboe McKenzie Forte Harborside Middle School

Snare & Accessories Joseph Lahav East Shore Middle School

Snare & Accessories Emi Onorato Worthington Hooker School

Snare & Accessories Isabel Lincoln Beman Middle School

Timpani Ayla Omeragic Francis Walsh Intermediate School

Trombone David Lau Beman Middle School

Trombone Chloe Chang Amity Middle School: Orange

Trumpet Ronak Parmar Amity Middle School: Orange

Trumpet Ashley Ortiz Harry M. Bailey Middle School

Tuba Logan Prince Portland Middle School

Viola Elijah Jackson Hamden Middle School

Viola Olivia Koumpouras E. C. Adams Middle School

Viola Anya Zigmont The Country School

Viola Cameron Riedel Harborside Middle School

Viola Francesca Debs Hamden Middle School

Viola Braia Blinstrubas Memorial Middle School

Violin Bella Li Hopkins School (MS)

Violin Sofia Janiga Worthington Hooker School

Violin Geneva Zucconi Walter C. Polson Middle School

Violin William Jang Hopkins School (MS)

Violin Isabel Millard Harry M. Bailey Middle School

Violin Eliah Shevelkin

Engineering - Science University Magnet School

(MS)



Violin Alexander Schultz The Country School

Violin

Andrew

Vongsouvahn Memorial Middle School

Violin Olivia Kim Rochambeau Middle School

Violin Wylie Armster E. C. Adams Middle School

Violin Ruei-Shin Yeh Francis Walsh Intermediate School

Violin Eason Ni Amity Middle School: Bethany

Violin Eric Orshansky Walter C. Polson Middle School

Violin Hinata Lee East Shore Middle School

Violin James O-Dowd Hopkins School (MS)

Violin Dylan Lai E. C. Adams Middle School

Violin Vivian Huang Hopkins School (MS)

Violin Enrika Laredo Beman Middle School

Violin Isabella Reynolds Walter C. Polson Middle School

Violin Safina Hussain Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

THE 2022 CHOIR

Alto Chloe Nelson The Country School

Alto Evelyn Reach The Country School

Alto Ella Briggs East Hampton Middle School

Alto Kajsia Wright John Winthrop Middle School

Alto Emma Sander Memorial Middle School

Alto Chinaza Anueyiagu Oxford Middle School

Alto Lucas Packtor Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Alto Josie Rimmer Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Alto Ava Hand Memorial Middle School



Alto Brianna Schaefer Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Alto Maizie Irons Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Alto Elizabeth Reale E. C. Adams Middle School

Alto Kate Seversky Oxford Middle School

Alto Emma Reilly John Winthrop Middle School

Alto Lilah Bromberg Oxford Middle School

Alto Alexis Maher Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Alto Walter Payes-Jimenez Oxford Middle School

Alto Katelyn Barstrom Rochambeau Middle School

Bass Connor Pelletier Beman Middle School

Bass Michael Mordecai Amity Middle School: Bethany

Bass Nicholas Stegman Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Bass Paul Binkmeyer Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Bass Zachary Goldfarb Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Soprano Riley Russell John Winthrop Middle School

Soprano Iris Baden-Eversman Worthington Hooker School

Soprano Avery Gutheil Oxford Middle School

Soprano Maya Kos-Graham E. C. Adams Middle School

Soprano Grace Pekar East Hampton Middle School

Soprano Aisling Kaskel Beman Middle School

Soprano Emma Castiglioni Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Soprano Addison Evans Rochambeau Middle School

Soprano Natalia Lopez Westbrook Middle School

Soprano Anna Edwards Amity Middle School: Bethany

Soprano Katherine Ford Westbrook Middle School

Soprano Zi Abbott Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Soprano Julianna Fabry Oxford Middle School

Soprano Serena Bacetti Rochambeau Middle School



Soprano Addison Hardman John Winthrop Middle School

Soprano Hannah Evans Memorial Middle School

Soprano Isabella LeClaire North Branford Intermediate School

Tenor Cooper Wrubleski Westbrook Middle School

Tenor Ryan Piechota Oxford Middle School

Tenor Eli Boyer Walter C. Polson Middle School

Tenor Andrew Alves Oxford Middle School

Tenor James Crozier Walter C. Polson Middle School

THE 2022 JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Alto Saxophone Adam Livingston Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Alto Saxophone Emilio Donarumo Adams Middle School

Tenor Saxophone Mitchell St. Pierre Lincoln Middle School

Tenor Saxophone Sophie Cohen Amity Middle School Orange

Baritone Saxophone Benjamin Asbury Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Trombone Evan Cardona Ramos Washington Middle School

Trombone Gabriel Blair Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Trumpet William Keenan Amity Middle School: Orange

Trumpet Natalia Levesque The Independent Day School

Trumpet Olivia Jackson Adams Middle School

Trumpet Josiah Lewis Lincoln Middle School

Piano William Gracer Memorial Middle School

Bass Ian McLean Haddam-Killingworth Middle School

Drums David Babic Beecher Road School



The CMEA Southern Region High School Leadership Team

Jazz Band Chair – Evan Gray

Choir Co-Chair – Linnea Bronson

Choir Co-Chair-Gabrielle Johnson

Orchestra Co-Chair – Kristen Morace

Orchestra Co-Chair – Clair Babecki

Concert Band Chair – Ken Caldwell

Festival Co-Chair: Nick Ciasullo

Festival Co-Chair: Evan Gray

Site Chair: Evan Gray

Jaminda Blackmon – Southern Region Co-Director

Brian Cyr – Southern Region Co-Director

A special thank you to The Lincoln Middle School PTO, The Meriden Music Team  and
The Meriden Public Schools for hosting this festival


